
Perhaps Today
Read Matthew 25.1-13

One of my friends, a pastor in 
Texas, recently asked: 
“Remember December 21, 
2012? That was the day when 
there was so much speculation 
that the world was going to end 
because of some Mayan 
calendar. That was the day that 
so many Christians were 
convinced that the world was not 
going to end because of what 
Jesus says in Matthew 24:36.” 

December 21st was all over 
the news for much of 2012, but 
no one seems to be too 
concerned about the end of the 

world now that we made it to 
January 2013. 

My mentor, Dr. Jeff Gibbs, 
has a small sign in his office that 
says simply, “Perhaps 
today.” (Iʼve imitated that; itʼs 
above my desk.) As Christians, 
we have no need to fear the end 
of the world or the end of this 
earthly life. No one knows the 
day or the hour, yet God Himself 
prepares us for that Day by His 
gifts of Word and Sacraments. 
This is the hope of the Christian 
faith, that our Lord Jesus will 
return on the Last Day to raise 
us and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to us and all believers 
in Christ. 

My friend continued: “And if 
you thought the whole Mayan 
thing sounded crazy, don't forget 
that the message of Christ 
crucified and risen sounds 
ridiculous to the world. Still, we 
have God's promise that it is the 
power of salvation for those who 
believe [1 Corinthians 1.18].” 
This hope propels us on into the 
New Year--and each and every 
day. Let us thank God for what 
Heʼs done for us in Christ. Let's 
keep proclaiming this message 
of eternal life to the world. Letʼs 
make today better for our 
neighbors.  

" " + Peace to you +
" "    Pastor Scott
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Above: The chancel area at Christmas Eve. Thank you, altar guild, for all your work! 



WISDOM FROM
WITTENBERG

This regular feature shares a quote or 
short piece by a theologian from the 
Lutheran tradition.  

The following is an excerpt from a 
sermon Martin Luther preached on 
Luke 2.21 for New Yearʼs Day, 1531:

     “We come now to the second 
part of this lesson, concerning 
the name of Jesus, which the 
Evangelist has described with 
singular care, noting not only 
that the child Jesus was 
circumcised on the eight day 
but also that he received his 
name then, a name not imposed 
by men but given and 
commanded by God. It came 
from heaven, announced by the 
angel and given to Mary, in the 
words: ‘Thou shalt conceive in 
thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name 
JESUS’… 
 Much could be preached 
concerning the name, no doubt, 
but we want to limit ourselves to 
what God, in his grace, gives us. 
The little babe’s name is, and is 
to be, Jesus. ‘Jesus’ means 
Savior. Mary gave birth to a 

child whose name is ‘Savior.’ 
That, in plain language, is his 
rightful name. People try to 
improve on it by paraphrasing it 
but it can’t be done. The 
meaning of Savior is good and 
clear. The angel Gabriel explains 
to Joseph the reason why this 
child was to bear this name in 
Matthew 1:21, ‘Thou shalt call 
his name JESUS for he shall 
save his people from their sins.’ 
He is called Jesus, or Savior, 
because he could help the 
people in every need, here and 
everywhere, outwardly and 
inwardly, temporally and 
eternally. As we translate 
‘Messiah’ to mean King or the 
Anointed One, so we translate 
the word ‘Jesus’ as Savior. We 
are to believe that he is our 
Savior who rescues us from the 
devil’s power. 
 Let us diligently learn this 
name and bear in mind that this 
child alone, no one else, is 
named Jesus; we must hold on 
tightly to the meaning given by 
the angel Gabriel that he is the 
Savior who saves his people 
from their sins. His help is not 
for trifling things and little 
problems, like evil words about 
one’s neighbor or the death of 
his cow. Such minor matters 

God entrusts to the secular 
realm for help: kings and 
magistrates for country and 
citizenry, fathers and mothers 
for their children, masters and 
mistresses for their servants, 
and doctors for those with 
illnesses. Indeed rulers are 
saviors in a way of speaking, 
and are even called so in the 
Scriptures, as in the Book of 
Judges. But they are but poor 
imitations when compared with 
this Savior, who alone 
possesses divine power and 
might, to be and to be called the 
Savior who saves his people 
from their sins.”

Do you have experience selling 
items on Craigʼs List or eBay? 
Someone donated a photo 
printer to the church and said we 
can sell it if we do not need it. If 
you would like to help us sell this 
item (or buy it!), please contact 
Pr. Scott!

Matthew 2.1-12
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January
Birthdays

3	 CARLA STEWART

5	 HOPE HARTLEY

13	 GENE MILLER

13	 TERESA JECHE

16	 SHIRLEY MATTHEWS

19	 RON MUELLER

20	KAREN REYNOLDS

29	ERNIE MUELLER

31	 BILLY COX

January
Anniversaries

1	 JOE & DEBRA HARTLEY

30	GAIL & LENA WEBB

+ OUR MISSION +
Zion Lutheran Church, led 

by God, has been 
established to sow God’s 

Word, nurture the believer, 
and foster growth in Christ.

STAFF
Rev. Jacob A. Scott, Pastor          
   pastor@zionklamathfalls.org 

Tricia Waggoner, LLLC Dir.
   LLLC@zionklamathfalls.org 

Faith Johnson, Secretary
   office@zionklamathfalls.org 

James Huntsman, Cong. Pres.

BOARD OF ELDERS
Paul Wunder, Head Elder
Jim Fields
Cal Homer
Gene Miller
John Nickelson
Curtis Waite

LHM announces 
2013 outreach 
conferences

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) 
is planning eight Regional 
Outreach Conferences for 2013. 
Our regional conference is 
scheduled for Feb. 22-23, at the 
Hilton Arden West, in 
Sacramento, CA.

 The conferences are 
designed to inspire, energize and 
equip attendees to share God's 
love, nurture their families and 
witness to the community.

 Through presentations, 
hands-on witnessing 
opportunities and small- and 
large-group discussions, the 
conferences are intended to 
teach attendees how to share 
and live the life-changing 
message of the Gospel. More 
than 2,000 people attended the 
conferences when they were first 
held in 2011.

 "As a Christian, it is not just 
about running the race at the 
final day; it's about how you 

train," said the Rev. Gregory 
Seltz, speaker of "The Lutheran 
Hour."

 Through the conferences, "we 
want to empower you and give 
you skills so that you will be 
ready for the opportunities that 
God is going to send your way," 
Seltz said. "God is going to send 
people who need to hear the 
Good News into your life .... Will 
you be ready?"

 Registration for the 
Sacramento conference is $69 
(there are youth and family rates 
as well). For more information, or 
to register online, visit 
www.lhm.org/roc.

Altar Guild Notes
Altar service for January is 

provided by Bev Youngberg. 
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Above: Thanks to everyone who helped with our January 3rd blood drive!
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BIBLE STUDIES
@ ZION

SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM
" The Gospel of Mark
" Location: Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS, 1:00 PM
" Adult Bible Study
" Location: Family Room

Note: We will resume on 
Wednesday, January 
2nd, 2013.

The next Altar Guild meeting 
will be January 20th. Altar 
Guild Officers for 2013 are:

President - Becky Hertel
Vice Pres. - Patsy Mathes
Secretary - Bonnie Fields
Treasurer - Eleanore Beets

 
Mark your calendars for a Fun 
Day & Potluck! The potluck 
will immediately follow the 

service Sun., 27 January. Join 
us for some great food and 

fellowship! Stay tuned for more 
details as the date gets closer! 

MISSION
FIELDS:
Kenya

Shara Cunningham is a 
missionary of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod in 
Kenya, East Africa, where she 

serves as the mission support 
coordinator. She works with 
LCMS staff and partner 
churches to identify needs for 
GEO missionaries and short-
term teams in East African 
countries and helps to place 
new missionaries where they 
are most needed. Shara also 
supports the volunteer 
coordinators serving in other 
locations throughout Africa by 
helping to plan opportunities to 
discuss roles, challenges and 
ideas. At times, Shara also 
accompanies short-term teams 
or GEO missionaries to help 
orient them to the mission field 
and provide other leadership 
as necessary. (GEO 
missionaries serve for one- to 
two-year terms in various 
roles.) Before moving to Kenya, 
Shara served with the LCMS for 
two years in South Africa.
" Shara was born in St. 
Vincent, in the West Indies, and 
graduated from college with a 
bachelorʼs degree in biology. She 
has previously served on short-
term mission trips to Uganda, 
Rwanda, Mexico, Peru and 
South Africa. Sharaʼs home 
congregation is Christ Lutheran 
Church in Phoenix, Ariz. She 
enjoys going to the movies, 

reading and working with kids. 
Read Sharaʼs blog at http://
shara4africa.com

THANK YOU! 
Thank you, everyone, for your 
generosity, love and 
encouragement this Christmas! 
You are all a blessing to us! 

Pastor & Christine
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Above: Pastor Scott “hanging out” as Basin 
Glass reinstalls the Good Shepherd window. 
Thanks to everyone who supported this 
project with their financial gifts--the window 
is stunning!
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